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Hiroshima Flower Festival 2019

Dear Mr. Matsui,

When Hiroshima celebrates its Flower Festival for the 43 time this May we in Hannover
will feel particularly close to the people of our twin city. The motto of this year’s festival,
‘Blossoming Dreams and a New Era of Peace’ gives our hopes and wishes for a
commitment to peace as symbolised by the annual Flower Festival and its visitors from all
over the world. Blooming flowers and trees coming into leaf will surely once again bring
thousands of people to your city, people who will express their solidarity with the
inhabitants of Hiroshima in a commitment to mutual understanding, friendship and peace.

In Hannover, we celebrated the annual Cherry Blossom Festival in the Hiroshima Grove
on 28 April in collaboration with the local Japanese friendship groups. We learnt about the
diversity of Japanese arts and culture and commemorated our city’s long association with
Hiroshima.

At this occasion | was proud to sign the ICAN cities appeal to support the United Nations
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Standing together in the international
Mayors for Peace organization we are certain to give special importance to this
commitment.

May the Flower Festival in Hiroshima and the upcoming Mayors for Peace Executive
Conference in Hannover bring us closer to our aim: that the contacts and personal links
between Hiroshima and many cities and people all over the world who wish to create a
world without nuclear weapons advance their common cause. In this spirit | send my best
wishes to you and the people of Hiroshima, and wish the ‘Hiroshima Flower Festival 2019’
every success.

With kind regards,
(Schostok)
Bankverbindungen der Stadtkasse BLZ Konto BIC IBAN
i Sparkasse Hannover 25050180 517 321 { SPKHDEZHXXX DES3 2505 0180 0000 5173 21
i Postbank Hannover 25010030 15 305 i PENKDEFF DES2 2501 0030 0000 0153 05
i NordLB 25050000 101 359 818 { NOLADEZHXXX DES6 2505 0000 0101 3598 18
{ Deutsche Bundesbank, Filiale Hannover 250 00000 250 017 68 { MARKDEF1250 DE89 2500 0000 0025 0017 68
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